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BOOK NOTICES. 

Expansion of Russia. By Alfred Rambaud. With an Essay on 
the Russian People by J. Novicow, Second Edition. 254 pp. 
Scott- Thaw Company, New York, 1904. {Price, $1.) 
Mr. Rambaud's paper, which gives the book its name, is scarcely 
longer than the psychological study of the Russian people by Mr. 
Novicow, with which the volume -concludes. Mr. Rambaud fol- 
lows Russia in all the directions in which her policy of expansion 
has carried her, and studies the means' she has employed, especially 
in what concerns her expansion in the East. He traces the origin 
and steady growth of the nation in Europe, her advance in the 
Caucasus and towards India, the opening of Siberia, and the 
Chinese concessions. He has not written a history, but has dealt 
with the philosophy of the great movements that have made history, 
the underlying impulse, and the outcome, all clearly and simply 
expressed and illustrated by many pregnant historical allusions. 
The author distinguishes between Russia's progress in Europe, 
which usually was the cause or the result of bloody wars, and her 
advance in Asia, where, for the most part, she has exhibited a 
prudence wholly oriental. Though he calls the government of 
Russia an enlightened despotism, his writing is judicial and not 
partisan in tone. Mr. Novicow's paper is a very suggestive and 
interesting analysis of the people in their race and temperament, 
general psychology, politics, and present condition. The book is 
valuable and timely. 

The Wonderful Story of Uganda. By the Rev. J. D. Mullins. 224 
pp. , 1 j half-tone illustrations, 2 maps, Bibliography and Chronology 
of Uganda, and list of Protestant Missionaries. Church Mission- 
ary Society, London, 1904. (Price, js. dd.) 
The work of the Uganda missions is rightly regarded as one of 
the wonders of modern days. This book is not an exhaustive 
history of the mission work, but it presents the more vivid and 
picturesque scenes of the remarkable story so far as it relates to 
the Protestant missions. It does not deal with the Catholic 
missions, which have been equally successful. The most striking 
incidents in the development of the Protestant missions are well 
told. It could scarcely help being a remarkable narrative, for it 
relates to a nation which, 25 years ago, had not heard of Christianity, 
and was without a written language. There are to-day over 30,000 
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professors of the Protestant Episcopal faith, the Luganda language 
has been reduced to writing, the whole Bible has been translated, 
the people support their own ministry, and have even established 
missions among the tribes around them. The work now covers so 
much ground that the white missionaries devote themselves almost 
entirely to instructing the native teachers and superintending the 
work done by them. The medical feature of the work is very im- 
portant. Some of the most interesting among the pictures relate 
to. scenes in school and at the book shops, where natives are 
exchanging cowries for books. One of the maps shows the chain of 
mission stations that has been established across Equatorial Africa. 

The Stone Reefs of Brazil, their Geological and Geographical Relations, 
with a chapter on the Coral Reefs. By John Casper Branner. 
Bulletin of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard College, 
Vol. XLIV; Geological Series, Vol. VII. 

These reefs are not coral, though they have often been so 
reported, but to casual observation they resemble coral reefs, 
and are found along much of the Brazilian coast. They have had 
an important influence on human occupation, and, therefore, are 
distinctly geographic in their significance ; for Pernambuco, Rio 
Grande do Norte, Santa Cruz and other ports owe existence to 
their protection. Among the characteristics summarized are these : 
The reefs consist of indurated sand; they are low and flat-topped, 
being exposed at low tide ; they are nearly straight, and are formed 
by the consolidation of beach-sands in place. Corals sometimes 
grow on the reefs, and in other cases the reefs are superimposed 
on dead corals. 

The author's work was begun in 1875-77, continued in 1881-83, 
and concluded in 1899, the last visit being made through Dr. Alex- 
ander Agassiz. The work has been done under great limitations, 
because there is no good topographic map of the Brazilian coast. 

The introduction is followed by an account of the geology of 
this shore. For nearly two thousand kilometres there is a founda- 
tion of ancient crystalline rocks, cut by eruptive dikes and covered 
by sediments of Cretaceous and Tertiary Age. At one point- is an 
intermediate series, which may be of Paleozoic Age. A consider- 
able section describes the reefs in detail. The rocks of the various 
stone reefs contain fossil shells of mollusks that now live along 
the Brazilian shore-line; and yet the rocks are hard and some- 
times take on a quartzitic character. In some cases the surfaces 
are smooth, and in others fitted and etched until exceedingly 



